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Kids from MV take to
the mountains in July

By KATHY BOYD
Features Writer

Water bugs and campfires
in the wilderness became a
real life experience for 14
Kulshan Creek neighbor-
“hood kids from Mount Ver-
non on the hottest days so
far'this summer.

The children, ages 8-
14, and eight wilderness
instructors spent two: days
and a night, July 7-8, learn-
ing about nature during the
Kulshan Creek Neighbor-
hood Kids Program Summer

Mountain School through
the North Cascades Envi-
ronmental Learning Cen-

ter at Diablo Lake, east of

Sedro-Woolley.

The Kulshan program
began in 2007 in partnership
with North Cascades Insti-
tute, National Forest Ser-
vice, Mount Vernon Police
Department and National
Park Service.

U.S. Forest Service pro-
gram coordinator Lee Whit-
ford of Port Townsend said
the mostly Latino youth in
this group all struggle with.

goskagit.com

lifestyle complications at
home such as gangs, parents

with. mental illness or drug |
addictions, parental abuse |

and S.oin_nm housing.

“They are great kids, chal-
lenging at times, but those
of us who have been work-
ing with the neighborhood

for three years now adore |

them,” she said by e-mail.

For two jam-packed days, L

the kids learned skull iden-
tification, observation skills
and about water bugs and
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Rick Allen' \ U.S. Forest Service

Andrew Vlilarreal, 11, of Mount Vernon enjoys a laugh with U.S. Forest Service staff
member Jessica McAloon in July atthe North Cascades Environmental rmmi:mﬁm?
ter in North Cascades National Park. Villarreal was -one of 14 youth to participate in

See MOUNTAINS, Page A2 he Kulshan Creek Neighborhood Kids Summer Mountain School program..
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